Dear Colleagues,

The US-China Protocol on Scientific and Technological Cooperation is due for renewal by
August 27; in less than 6 days. The decision on whether the U.S. will pursue renewal of the Protocol
will be made by the White House, mostly likely with discussion led by the National Security Council
of the United States. This agreement has been the basis of scientific engagement between the US
and China since it was first signed in 1979 and renewed approximately every five years

thereafter. For an informative overview of the Protocol and a discussion of the case for renewing it
have a look at a recent essay by Deborah Seligsohn, Senior Associate (non-resident) of CSIS. See
also recent coverage in the WSJ and in Reuters.

If the Protocol is not renewed by the United States - which seems plausible at present moment - it is
likely to have significant negative impact on ongoing and future scientific exchanges between the US
and China. We believe that the multiple benefits of robust scientific exchange vastly outweigh any
security issues that accompany such openness. Furthermore, the Protocol does not commit the US
to any specific activities but provides a framework for discussion and developing specific
agreements. The US should not slam the door.

If you agree with us, please consider signing an open letter to the President of the United States and
the members of the National Security Council expressing support for renewing this agreement. This
can be done by clicking on this link and following the instructions. You can also read the letter

there. Please also consider forwarding this email to other members of the university community who
you think might likewise be willing to sign. If you plan to sign, please do so before Noon PDT on
Thursday, August 24.

Sincerely,

Steven Kivelson and Peter Michelson
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