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2. The Adjudicative Process.

(a) The adjudicative process is an examination of a sufficient period and a careful weighing of a
number of variables of an individual’s life to make an affirmative determination that the
individual is an acceptable security risk. This is known as the whole-person concept. All
available, reliable information about the person, past and present, favorable and unfavorable,
should be considered in reaching a national security eligibility determination.

(b) Each case must be judged on its own merits, and the final determination remains the
responsibility of the authorized adjudicative agency. Any doubt concerning personnel being
considered for national security eligibility will be resolved in favor of the national security.

(¢) The ultimate determination of whether the granting or continuing of national security
eligibility is clearly consistent with the interests of national security must be an overall common
sense judgment based upon careful consideration of the following guidelines, each of which is to
be evaluated 1n the context of the whole person.



(1) GUIDELINE A: Allegiance to the United States
(2) GUIDELINE B: Foreign Influence
(3) GUIDELINE C: Foreign Preference
(4) GUIDELINE D: Sexual Behavior
(5) GUIDELINE E: Personal Conduct
(6) GUIDELINE F: Financial Considerations
(7) GUIDELINE G: Alcohol Consumption
(8) GUIDELINE H: Drug Involvement and Substance Misuse
(9) GUIDELINE I: Psychological Conditions
(10) GUIDELINE J: Criminal Conduct
(11) GUIDELINE K: Handling Protected Information
(12) GUIDELINE L: Outside Activities
(13) GUIDELINE M: Use of Information Technology



(d) In evaluating the relevance of an individual’s conduct, the adjudicator should consider the
following factors:

(1) the nature, extent, and seriousness of the conduct;

(2) the circumstances surrounding the conduct, to include knowledgeable participation;
(3) the frequency and recency of the conduct;

(4) the individual’s age and maturity at the time of the conduct;

(5) the extent to which participation is voluntary;

(6) the presence or absence of rehabilitation and other permanent behavioral changes;
(7) the motivation for the conduct:

(8) the potential for pr , coercion, exploitation, or duress; and

(9) the likelihood of continuation or recurrence.



GUIDELINE B: FOREIGN INFLUENCE

6. The Concern. Foreign contacts and interests, including, but not limited to, business, financial,
and property interests, are a national security concern if they result in divided allegiance. They
may also be a national security concern if they create circumstances in which the individual may
be manipulated or induced to help a foreign person, group, organization, or government in a way
inconsistent with U.S. interests or otherwise made vulnerable to pressure or coercion by any
foreign interest. Assessment of foreign contacts and interests should consider the country in
which the foreign contact or interest is located, including, but not limited to, considerations such
as whether it 1s known to target U.S. citizens to obtain classified or sensitive information or is

<

associated with a risk of terrorism.



1. Conditions that could raise a security concern and may be disqualifying include:

(a) contact, regardless of method, mlth a fOI‘GlQH family member, business or professional
associate, triend, or other person who is a citizen of or resident in a foreign country if that
coitact creates a heightened risk of foreign exploitation, “chement, manipulation, pressure, or
coercion;

(b) connections to a foreign person, group, government, or country that create a potential conflict
of interest between the individual’s obligation to protect classified or sensitive information or
technology and the individual’s desire to help a foreign person, group, or country by providing
that information or technologys;

(e) shared living quarters with a person or persons, regardless of citizenship status, if that
relationship creates a heightened risk of foreign inducement, manipulation, pressure, or coercion;




8. Conditions that could mitigate security concerns include:

(a) the nature of the relationships with foreign persons, the country in which these persons are
located, or the positions or activities of those persons in that country are such that it is unlikely
the individual will be placed in a position of having to choose between the interests of a foreign
individual, group, organization, or government and the interests of the United States:

(b) there is no conflict of interest, either because the individual’s sense of loyalty or obligation to
the foreign person, or allegiance to the group, government, or country is so minimal, or the
individual has such deep and longstanding relationships and loyalties in the United States, that
the individual can be expected to resolve any conflict of interest in favor of the U.S. interest;

(c) contact or communication with foreign citizens is so casual and infrequent that there is little
likelihood that it could create a risk for foreign influence or exploitation;

(e) the individual has promptly complied with existing agency requirements regarding the
reporting of contacts, requests, or threats from persons, groups, or organizations from a foreign
country; and

(f) the value or routine nature of the foreign business, financial, or property interests is such that
they are unlikely 1o result’in a conflict and could not be used effectively to influence, manipulate,
or pressure the individual.
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